INTRODUCTION

servile habit, from every unworthy affection * made a lasting impres-
sion upon me. In 1907 I left India for America. There in the Univer-
sity of Illinois I came to know an Italian student who gave me much
assistance in my further study of Mazzini's works. It was, however,
during my long sojourn in England that I was able to compile the
selections from them.

The awakened Asia is beginning to realize that the logical form of
democracy is the Republic. The progressive ideas in the continent
are fast advancing towards democracy. The birth of the Republic in
China is an event of far-reaching importance; it represents that
educating element from which the peoples of Asia derive their confi-
dence and power ; and its triumphant emergence from the severest
tests of war would be the prologue to a dramatic change in the spirit
and form of political institutions in the major countries of the con-
tinent.

In the world situation to-day, I feel that Mazzini's conceptions of
nationality, international association, rights and duties of man and
socialism should be of considerable interest. The selection is classified
under various subjects so that the reader may easily follow the trend
of Mazzini's thoughts ; but the main difficulty was one of emphasis
and proportion in regard to these subjects. To what extent I have
succeeded in presenting the main aspects of Mazzini's ideas and ideals,
the reader must judge. I have left out the superfluous verbiage,
repetitions, and polemical discussions from his writings, and have in
some excerpts made conjoined passages from them in order to avoid
ambiguity. If this selection revives the knowledge of this great
European, not the prophet of modern Italy alone, but also of modern
Europe, I should feel amply rewarded for my labour.

N. GANGULEE
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